5/27/70 


Dear Ed, 

Beginning with Tanaka for tile great kindnesc of seeding me the Huie 
bo iC, wuich. I rjiined (who knowns it* 1 ) in advance of publication and very muck look 
forward to reading. I suspect it will help get Bay a trial, simply because he is 
so much the creature of an enormous ego end has one of tae great journalistic 
stupidities of all time to justify. 

But X must address your pessimism. Those things you say, those ouestlon 
you as km are valid. All these things hurt. But they are temporary end we will 
yet bring forth enough truth to accomplish something. I now have much more of it 
than 1 can tell you and I fully expect to get much mors. 

The Mew Orleans investigation got aidetrecked because Garrison was 
suckered by self-seekers who are also inoompetencts end who may hove been worse. 

Be saver did any real New Orleans investigating, which is the only reason I had 
to spend so much time tnere, spending money I didn’t hove and have no chance of 
getting back, and turning up important things that did not interest*® him I 
suppose because ha didn't do it or because tuey didn’t put a noose around helms 
or hoover or, as I suspect he’d also have llkejl, Warren. I gave him enough to jail 
people wno were involved and what can fairly bs described as more then a beginnizg 
point for other, serious investigations. When people who would not. talk to him 
did talk to me, I was not thereby endeared. Everybody else was busy telling him 
how great he was-and doing no work and he was busy making speeches in which he 
genuinely believed but not based on his own work end exaggerated beyond reoson, 
including his best and best-known speech, wrdch comes fror tfce introduction 
l uncreUted) to FHOOTGRAFHIC WHITEWASH. How much of this is Tbod-Boxley's fault 
8nd how much of the bad taings he did because Garrison wanted then done I don't 
believe I’ll ever be able to determine and I no have no intention of trying. 

In 11/68 there was a much greater disaster pulled back from the cliff’s edge. It is 
too incredible to attempt to recount, end I doubt my herves will ever xEK-be 
restored to what they were before that affair. Chapman was of no influence, and while 
the crap he used in the Enquirer is just that and while what Garrison used was without 
warrant, there was an important couple of things Chapman did for me that Garrison 
just didn't pay any attention to men ae ssw the potential sensation in the misuse 
he .made of tn e sewers bit. I think it has hurt ma more tiion any of the others, but 
1 also think it is but temporary and we will overcome it. 

Sprague also is well-intentioned, and tho work he did in collecting so 
many pictures is important. But he lnvesnts endless conspiracies, in every one of 
Which he is certain he ia right and in none of which is there ever any legitimate 
basis, confabulating when he is wothout. probative evidence. This stuff 41ao belongs 
in tae sewers. There was no need for radios, there was no evidence of * y, including 
in that picture, those famousxtreraps, ell variously and erroneously identified in 
a number of waps, were not arrested where he says, if, indeed, they were every 
technically arrested at all. simply ignores whet is uncongenial to his precon- 
ception and sees waat is not there to support it in his own mind. There is little 
one can do about this, except suffer through it. The press has an unerring instinct 
in publicizing tae foolishness so there will be an ample basis for its refutation 
if anyone takes the trouble to do it. '.’hat doesn’t get re-orter is the s lid work. 


Your letter doesn’t ms Ice clear waether the GurvlehQCuba thing is in 
^Mile’s book or you have it from another source# ft is fescin8ting, and if it 
is from elsewhere, some time I f d like to go over it. 

In telling you to keep the faith, baby, I do not taink I am being 
^olyanna. Remember, even if thus far unreported, we did win the first case of 
suppression in the assassinations, as ultimately you will read in POST ;v'ORT5M III, 
and, on the court record, ir. doing so, we did end the official fiction es a matter 
of court evidence, J eapite the Shan decision, there ia a good record there. It is 
woefully less than it could ana auould have been, the material being that rich, 
but fairly decent u^e was made of toe moteriel I gave tnem from POST ^OFTEM end 
some of tne witnesses, including some I lined up, made a probative record contrary 
to the i'iarren “sport, including some who were also Commission witnesses. The fault 
here is not Garrison's but 6be dishonest Press'. I wont *lae second case on more than 
th- record, for tnis one did not become moot, snd I did force Justice to give me 
suppressed evidence ia the Roy case. I expect to do more of this, end in the not 
distant future. 

So, don't give up. 

Got to get to bod. Again, sincereet thanks for your thoughtfulness, 
for I'd not be able to buy Buie’s self-indictment. 


Best 


